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Devon & Cornwall Constabulary is working to develop ways of targeting drug crime
and solving problems such as fear of crime in the community.

There is obvious concern about the negative effects that the use, supply and
production of illegal drugs can have on our communities.

It is well known that organised crime gangs, particularly those involved in drug
production, seek to distance themselves from any illegal activity that could lead to
them being arrested.

A convenient way of doing this is involvement in rental premises. This guide outlines
how property managers, landlords and owners, can work with Devon & Cornwall
Constabulary to tackle drug problems in rental properties and thereby prevent
problems for local residents.

There is no simple solution to the problem of illegal drug use, manufacturing or
trafficking. We all need to work together to make the community safer.

This guide contains information on some of the indicators that may show that
synthetic drugs, such as amphetamine or Ecstasy, may be being made in clandestine
(secret/hidden) laboratories. Cannabis crops may be being grown indoors or
outdoors, or that drug trafficking is being conducted from

rental properties.



The costs of drug
activity in rental
properties

That price may include the following:
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Amphetamines (sometimes called
'Speed’ or 'Whizz') come in many
forms: tablets, capsules, liquids,
powders or crystal (sometimes
called ‘Ice’).

Rented properties such as houses,
garages, factory units and caravans
have all been discovered as sites
for illegal drug manufacturing and
growing operations.

Although some laboratories are large scale, all the equipment necessary for making
‘speed’ may be assembled on a space no bigger than a kitchen table.

Once a criminal group has employed a ‘drug cook’, collected the chemicals and set
up the equipment, it doesn’t take long to establish a clandestine laboratory to make
the drug.

Clandestine lab operators favour locations that offer extra privacy. In rural settings,
sheds or houses well away from other residences offer such privacy. In urban
settings, labs may be set up in houses with plenty of surrounding trees and shrubs to
block views of the interior, or apartment or hotel units that are well away from the
view of management.






The following may indicate illegal drug manufacturing in a
rented property:

Strong unpleasant or chemical odours

Other odd chemical odours

Strong smell of de-odourisers or air fresheners

Chemical containers
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The average cold sufferer may leave one or two empty cold medicine containers in
the bin. (for example — ‘Sudafed’ tablets) The presence of many such emptied out
boxes, bottles or blister packs is a definite warning sign.

Duracell type Battery cases cut up, match striker plates torn off the boxes, excessive
amounts of coffee filters with red staining, are all indicators of drug production.

Drug producers use a variety of
powders to ‘cut’ or adulterate their
drugs, in order to increase their
profits. These powders may stored
be in tubs, sacks or boxes. They are
usually in multi-kilo amounts.

Any powder can be used, but
substances such as — Glucose,
Lactose, Caffeine, Lignacaine,
Benzocaine or Paracetamol are
common. These substances are

either bought from wholesalers,
via the Internet, or stolen from
legitimate suppliers.

The presence of syringes, cannabis plants, very small plastic bags - the type in which
jewellery or beads are sometimes kept - that are not generally used in used in large
guantities by most people, combined with other factors, should cause suspicion.



Chemistry equipment

Bottles or jugs used extensively for secondary purposes

Unusually sophisticated
weighing scales, or
industrial type mixers

Tinfoil or baking soda or a large number of electrical extension
cords

Unusual fortification by a tenant of individual rooms

08



If your tenant wants to install window bars or fit extra locks to doors they may be
interested in more than preventing burglary. Sometimes heavy metal bars or pieces
of wood may be used to block entry through front and rear doors. The presence of
such items in hallways or kitchens should set alarm bells ringing. Damage to walls,
paint or wallpaper behind doors is a sign that such temporary re-enforcements are
being used.

If other suspicious signs are present, individuals leaving the premises to smoke a
cigarette may also be an indicator because chemicals are highly explosive. ‘Drug
cooks’ must leave the lab before lighting up.

Neighbours may notice that the residents of a property are not living full-time at the
address, and are only visiting for a short time each day, or visiting every couple of
days.



Cannabis cultivation

The following indicators might be observed:
Electrical wiring that has been tampered with

Powerful lights on all day
or night in the attic, roof

space, basement or other
rooms

Windows blacked out

A sudden jump or fall in
electricity bills
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High humidity in a unit

Large ducting tubes

Gas cylinders

Rewiring efforts or
bypassed circuitry

- P




Bin bags full of vegetable material being thrown away

Scuffed paint or wallpaper

Other obvious signs
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Other drug cultivation
indicators

Expensive
vehicles

Unusual
fortification of a
unit

Frequent visits to the premises, or trips away from the premises

Firearms
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Heavy traffic

Exchanges of money

People bring valuables into the premises




Visitors may sit in their cars for a while after leaving a residence or may leave one
person in the car while the others visit. Visitors also may park around a corner or a
few blocks away and approach on foot.

Frequently lookouts will be younger people who tend to hang around the property
during heavy traffic periods described earlier.

For example, noise and visitors between midnight and dawn.

These signs may include people exchanging small packets for cash, people using
drugs while sitting in their cars, and syringes or other paraphernalia left in common
areas or on neighbouring property.



Deterring drug activity

As part of your organisation’s screening process of potential
applicants, be aware of the following:

An applicant’s willingness to pay rent months in advance,
particularly in cash

A tenant’s tendency to pay in cash combined with a lack of
visible means of support

Any request from the tenant for you not to visit the premises

The following advice will help to deter criminals from
attempting to rent your property:
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Preventing drug crime

Property managers may recommend these crime prevention
steps to improve the environment around the property:

Keep the property visible

Use lighting
Display dwelling numbers
Control traffic flow

Encourage community involvement

Exchange phone numbers with neighbours
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How to report suspected
drug cultivation and
dealing
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Useful telephone
numbers

In an emergency always ring — 999
The non-emergency number for Devon & Cornwall Constabulary is — 08452 777444

Crimestoppers is a way of passing information completely anonymously. Their
number is — 0800 555 111

If you would like any further advice or guidance on this subject, you can speak with
a member of the Devon & Cornwall Constabulary by calling 08452 777444.

WARNING

If you have reason to believe there is an illicit lab on a property and you have been
exposed directly, leave immediately, wash your face and hands.

Call 999, request the police and report what you observed.
If you have reason to believe your exposure has been extensive, contact your doctor.

Some of the chemicals involved in creating these drugs are toxic, corrosive and
carcinogenic.

Devon & Cornwall Constabulary would like to thank DS Moran Matrix Unit (drugs), Merseyside Police,
Derbyshire Police and the ACPO Drugs Standing Working Group in the production of this document.
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